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Rocky Mountain National 
Park: The First 100 Years 
—with author Mary Taylor Young
Mary Taylor Young has recently published a new book 
commemorating the 100th anniversary, the centennial, 
of the establishment of Rocky Mountain National Park. 

Saturday, April 26, 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. Rawlings 
Library, InfoZone 4th floor.
Coffee and cookies with the presenter at noon
   In 2015, Colorado’s premier national park will celebrate 
its centennial. In her new book, Rocky Mountain 
National Park: The First 100 Years, award-winning 
Colorado author Mary Taylor Young tells a story that   
really stretches from the dawn of time into the future. 
Journey back and visualize the rise, fall, and rise again 
of mountains.    
   Meet early settlers, adventurers, Native Americans, 
tourists, artists, rangers and conservationists. Listen 
to amazing stories, and enjoy the many historical and 
contemporary photos.
   Mary Taylor Young has written on the history, landscape 
and wildlife of Colorado for more 
than 25 years. You will have an opportunity to purchase 
her books and have them personally signed.

   A flock of 65 piñon jays has been visiting my feeders 
many times a year for the past three years. I welcome 
their noisy calls, their frantic feeding and restless need 
to move- to keep flying on. When they come they eat 
everything, but they really like the suet.
   I’m also lucky to have visits from three Northern 
Flickers who also really like the suet. One February 
day, one of the flickers was blissfully munching on the 
suet when the piñon jays came calling, their “arh arh” 
calls ringing loud and clear in the quiet winter air. They 
landed in the platform feeders, clawed and flapped at the 
hanging ones, ate fallen seed on the ground, grabbed 
peanuts before the blue jays could get them, and then 
they went for the suet.

65 to 1

Pinyon Jay

(continued on page 4)

Ruby-crowned Kinglet Harry Rurup

By Peg Rooney
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by SeEtta Moss

Colorado Water 
Plan

Official State website
   In May 2013, Gov. Hickenlooper 
directed the state to draft the 
Colorado Water Plan, in order 
to pro vide a direction for water 
resource use in the com ing 
decades. The plan, which will 
be drafted by the end of 2014, 
will aim to ensure a sufficient 
supply of water for the various 
users across the state, including 
agricultural, municipal, industrial, 
environmental, and recreational 
needs.Click Here for a Timeline 
pertaining to the Colorado Water 
Plan. 
WHAT INSPIRED THE PLAN?> 
Colorado’s water resources 
are facing two major threats: 
population growth and 
drought. The state’s population is 
expected to double by 2050. New 
development on the Front Range 
will bring increasing demand for 
water from the Western Slope, 
which contains 80% of the state’s 
supply. Even as more water is 
required for cities, Colorado has 
faced ongoing drought since 
2002. With climate change, 
less precipitation could lead to 
persistent drought conditions. 

Current projections estimate that 
by 2030, there will be a 20% gap 
be tween Colorado’s water supply 
and the demand.
ABOUT THE PLAN> Colorado’s 
Water Plan will leverage and 
integrate nine years of work 
accomplished by Colorado’s 
Basin Roundtables, the Interbasin 
Compact Committee, and 
Colorado Water Conservation 
Board (CWCB) to determine 
how to implement water supply 
planning solutions that meet 
Colorado’s future water needs 
while supporting healthy 
watersheds and environment, 
robust recreation and tourism 
economies, vibrant and 
sustainable cities, and viable and 
productive agriculture. 
   Based on input from 
stakeholders (like you!), the 
Colorado Water Conservation 
Board will deliver a draft of 
Colorado’s Water Plan to the 
Governor’s Office by December 
10, 2014.  The CWCB will then 
work with the Governor’s Office 
to finalize Colorado’s Water 
Plan no later than December, 
2015.   The Basin Roundtables 
will play a critical role in the 
development of Colorado’s Water 

Plan.  Each Basin Roundtable 
has been tasked with developing 
its own Basin Implementation 
Plan.  Plans will offer solutions 
for how each basin’s future 
water needs will be addressed 
at the local level.  These Basin 
Implementation Plans will then be 
incorporated into Colorado’s Water 
Plan so that it is clear, at both the 
basin and statewide level, how 
Colorado’s water needs will be 
addressed.
How will the Water Plan address 
the quality of the state’s rivers 
and streams?> According to 
the State, “Governor’s Executive 
Order spelled out fundamental 
values, including an environment 
that includes healthy watersheds, 
rivers and streams, and 
wildlife.  Colorado’s Water Plan will 
incentivize water development that 
honors Colorado’s commitment to 
its wildlife and environment.  The 
CWCB maintains tools that are 
helpful in protecting and improving 
the health of our rivers and 
streams.”
Excerpted from http://rockies.
audubon.org/colorado-water-plan

     CONSERVATION NOTES

http://rockies.audubon.org/colorado-water-plan
http://coloradowaterplan.com/
http://rockies.audubon.org/sites/default/files/documents/co_water_plan_timeline_cropped_image.jpg
https://www.colorado.gov/cowaterplan
http://cwcb.state.co.us/Pages/CWCBHome.aspx
http://cwcb.state.co.us/water-management/basin-roundtables/Pages/main.aspx
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AVAS LEADERSHIP
AVAS officers and Board members 
for 2014.  All phone numbers are 
in area code 719, except for Ben 
D’Andrea.
President: Peg Rooney 372-3415, 
429-6067(cell), drpeg@bresnan.net
Vice-President: vacant
Secretary: Mary Tucey 544-6420, 
rtucey@gmail.com
Treasurer: Richard Tucey 544-
6420, rtucey@gmail.com
Board Member(s)–at–large: 
(vacancy)
Programs: Bev Waggener 406-
9086, electricbev@aol.com
Conservation: SeEtta Moss 275-
8874, 429-3821 (cell), seettam@
gm  ail.com
Education: Sue Hardesty 
485-8570, 225-0442 (cell), 
suzihardesty@gmail.com
Field Trips: (vacancy)
Membership:  Lura Zimmerman 
(cell) 719-334-3299
Newsletter:  Harry Rurup 547-
0406, (cell) 214-3793, hanthonyr@
yahoo.com
Publicity:  John Gallagher 251-
1698, johngee@gmail.com, 
work: 549-2458, jgallagher@
natureandraptor.org
Audubon CO Representative: 
(vacancy)
Web site:  Ben D’Andrea (303) 
987-1066, dpdd@comcast.net

The Harrier is published monthly 
except for June, July, August with a 
single issue for December/January  
by the Arkansas Valley Audubon 
Society, P.O. Box 522, Pueblo, CO 
81002. 

Check out www.socobirds.org 
for the new feature, “Monthly 
Bird Forecast”. Knowledgeable 
experts will post what birds to 
watch for each month and where 
they can be found in the AVAS 
area. 
   Check out the AVAS Facebook 
page too.

THe VaLLeY HaRRIeR

   Marilyn McBirney, Vice President of 
the AVAS Board, has resigned, and 
will be moving out of state. She has 
taken a position as general curator 
at the zoo in Abilene, Texas.
   Marilyn has been a staunch 
supporter of AVAS and all things 
Audubon. She could always be 
counted on to help at AVAS activities 
with good humor and enthusiasm. 
We will miss her.

Marilyn McBirneyAVAS WELCOMES
Arkansas Valley Audubon 
Society is pleased to welcome the 
following New Members:

Susan Robbins, Buena Vista
Betty Fleming, Canon City
Michael Mills, Canon City
Donna Shrum, Fort Garland
Sally Linn, Howard
Margaret Loewen, Lamar
Virginia Vitera, Monte Vista
Robert E. Tonsing, Pueblo
Ann Ladd, Pueblo
Lori Gregory, Pueblo West
Larry K. French, Trinidad
Lige Harris, Trinidad
Diane Ahlstrom, Weston

   Want to join AVAS or renew 
you membership?  Go to www.
socobirds.org and click on the 
membership link or contact Lura 
Zimmerman (phone: 719-334-
3299). 
   Members who provide their e-mail 
address to Lura Zimmerman , 
membership chairman will receive 
advance reminders of programs, 
field trips or other special events.  
You may also be notified of special 
environmental issues of concern.
   

mailto:seettam@gmail.com
mailto:hanthonyr@yahoo.com
mailto:jgallagher@natureandraptor.org
www.dpddg.com
www.dpddg.com
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FIELD TRIPS

Arkansas Valley 
Audubon Birding Trip 
to Chico Basin Ranch

   Saturday, April 26, 4TH Saturday 
Birdwalk, The Nature and  Raptor 
Center of Pueblo, 9 – 11 AM:  Join 
an AVAS member for a leisurely 
stroll along the river trail.  This is 
an excellent outing for families, and 
beginning birders are especially 
encouraged to attend. Birding is 
free, but there is a $3.00 parking 
fee (Become a member of the 
Center and avoid this charge!).  
Questions?  Contact the Nature 
Center at 549-2414.
     For more information regarding 
AVAS trips and events, visit www.
socobirds.org.  Also check out 
www.natureandraptor.org for 
fun, informative, family-oriented 
activities.
(You could attend the birdwalk 
and still have time to get over to 
our AVAS program (12:30 P.M.)  at 
the Rawlings Library, see page 1)

Also, AVAS will offer the 
following additional field trips 
for 2014:
Summer- Cañon City, CO
Winter- Christmas Bird Counts 
   For days and times of these 
trips see socobirds.org and the 
electronic newsletter.

   The trip is on Tuesday, May 
13, 2014.  There is a trip limit of 
12 people. Chico Basin Ranch 
is located in eastern El Paso and 
Pueblo Counties (about an hour 
drive from Pueblo).  
   Contact Leader:  Brandon K. 
Percival  (bkpercival@yahoo.com)  
to sign up for the trip. Daily fee per 
person is $10.  Everyone will need 
to sign the waiver to visit the ranch.  
We’ll meet at 8am at Chico Basin 
Ranch banding station.  We’ll bird 
into the afternoon.
   Bring lunch, water, sunscreen, hat, 
bug spray,  If you need directions, I 
will give them to you, when you sign 
up, and will e-mail the release form.  
We’ll carpool, while at the Ranch. 
   We’ll focus on seeing migrant 
warblers, thrush, vireos, flycatchers, 

tanagers, sparrows, and others 
and we’ll also check the ponds and 
lakes for water birds.  The banding 
station should be running, so bring 
you cameras for good photos of 
the hand held birds.  Don’t delay 
in signing up for this trip as the 
number of people in the group is 
limited to 12.

AUGUST 23 – WET 
MOUNTAIN VALLEY 
FIELD TRIP
   Plan to participate this year in 
AVAS’s internationally famous 
(well, almost), spectacularly scenic 
birding trip in Custer County. Those 
who stay all day will probably see 
over one hundred species including 
waterfowl, raptors, warblers, and 
many others in a variety of habitats.
   Meet the trip leaders at Lake 
DeWeese at 8:00 a.m. To get 
there, leave Westcliffe going north 
on State Highway 69, and at the 
edge of town turn right at the sign 
indicating Lake DeWeese. Continue 
north for about five miles until 
reaching a settlement of summer 
dwellings. Stay on the paved road 
as it turns left and continue until it 
turns right, leading to the shoreline 
parking lot meeting place.
   After viewing waterfowl and 
shorebirds on the lake we will 
carpool over to the dam. At the dam 
and in the drainage below we will 
walk to areas of excellent birding 
habitat.  Near the lake there are 
areas of short-grass prairie we will 
check out.
   Around noon we will have time to 
eat our sack lunches before setting 
out to see birds in the riparian 
habitats on the valley floor.  The 
outing will end in the lower montane 

area of the Sangre de Cristo range.
   At an altitude of about 8,000 
feet, sunscreen provides needed 
protection. If an unusual shower 
develops during the day, a light 
jacket might be handy.
   For more information please 
contact one of the f ield tr ip 
leaders:  Jane Pedersen (970) 
426-9046, janelcsw@aol.com; 
Dave Silverman (719) 489-3565, 
silvireo@hotmail.com; or Leon 
Bright (719) 242-7394, urraca2@
comcast.net. 

UPCOMING 
EVENTS

Habitat Hero Workshop, April 
5 (see www.socobirds.org for 
details)

Friday, April 25 and Saturday, 
April 26, 2014, Karval Mountain 
Plover Festival…”weekend full 
of bird watching, wildlife viewing 
tours, entertainment, history, 
arts and crafts, antiques, and 
LOTS OF GOOD FOOD!”  Stay 
in local homes of ranchers and 
learn the personal histories of 
the area from them. For more 
lodging information contact; 
Connie Stone: 719-446-5456 or 
email connie.g.stone@usps.gov.  
For registration, see the Karval 
website: http://www.karval.org/

Thursday-Sunday, May 15-
(continued on next page)

mailto:urraca2@comcast.net
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65 to 1  (continued from page 1)

   A flock of 65 piñon jays has been visiting my feeders 
many times a year for the past three years. I welcome 
their noisy calls, their frantic feeding and restless need 
to move- to keep flying on. When they come they eat 
everything, but they really like the suet.
   I’m also lucky to have visits from three Northern 
Flickers who also really like the suet. One February 
day, one of the flickers was blissfully munching on the 
suet when the piñon jays came calling, their “arh arh” 
calls ringing loud and clear in the quiet winter air. They 
landed in the platform feeders, clawed and flapped 
at the hanging ones, ate fallen seed on the ground, 
grabbed peanuts before the blue jays could get them 
and then they went for the suet.
   Three flew onto the suet feeder cage where the flicker 
was. The flicker continued to eat. They flipped and 
flapped and hung from the cage. The flicker continued 
to eat. The three jays were joined by ten more. They flew 
around the flicker. He ducked his head and continued 
to eat. Fifteen more jays came- hanging from the bark 
of the tree, on the cage, flying at the flicker. The flicker 
watched, bobbed his head and continued to eat.
   Soon there was a cloud of piñon jays swarming the 
feeder. The flicker began to jab at them with his chisel-
like bill. The frenzied charges continued. The flicker 
casually repulsed them all. He wasn’t budging!
   The jays decided to make an all-out assault. They 
swarmed the feeder- 65 to 1. The flicker finally released 
his hold on the cage, unbraced his tail, fluttered his 
wings and flew up about 18” in the air smacking jays 
with his wings before settling on the cage again. The 
number of jays dwindled to fifteen, then to two, then 
none. The flicker began to eat. Calm strength, tenacity 
and perseverance prevailed.
   Guess you don’t have to hang out with a crowd to 
come out on top. 

Page  5

Northern Flicker

18, 2014, Bent County Birding and Heritage 
Festival… Bird watch for Piping Plover, Least Tern, 
migrants and Black Rails with expert guides including 
Duane Nelson, John Koshak and local ranchers. 
Enjoy learning about the local historical heritage and 
arts. Experience the hospitality and good food.  “Early 
bird” registration discount ends May 1.  Contact 
information: 719-456-1296.  See the flyer at http://
www.bentcounty.org/

UPCOMING EVENTS

TIME TO FILL FEEDERS AND WATERERS
   With spring migration approaching it’s time to make 
sure your bird feeders are kept filled with fresh seed. 
Black oil sunflower is the food of choice for many 
songbirds. Be sure to keep the ground underneath free 
of debris that can transmit diseases. Just as important 
as food, in our dry climate a shallow birdbath or waterer 
will attract many thirsty birds. As with their food, keep 
the water clean to prevent spreading illnesses.

Northern Shoveler

www.dpddg.com
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P.O. Box 522
Pueblo, CO   81002

OUR MISSION:
   AVAS exists to promote the 
conservation of nature through 
education, political action and 
field activities. Our focus is on 
birds, other wildlife, and their 
habitat in Southern Colorado.

APRIL CALENDAR
SATURDAY, April 5, Habitat Hero Workshop (see 
www.socobirds.org)

SATURDAY, April 26, NATURE AND RAPTOR 
CENTER IN PUEBLO:  4th Saturday Birdwalk! 
(see p. 4)

SATURDAY, April 26, Rocky Mountain N.P. 
Centennial with Author Mary Taylor Young (p.1)

SATURDAY,April 26, “Together We Can” Arkansas 
River riverbank cleanup (see www.socobirds.org)

     
           MAY CALENDAR
TUESDAY, MAY 13, CHICO BASIN RANCH bird-
ing, all day  (see p. 4)           
 
COMING AUGUST 23, Westcliffe birding trip (see 
p. 4)

www.dpddg.com

