
Volume XL,  Issue  4                                                                         May 2014   

                                       by Patricia Keller
A Spring Break “Tail”

    It was expected to be a relatively quiet day.  The start 
of Spring Break had begun, and everyone was off having 
fun.  Little to my surprise, while the students and faculty 
(those that could spare the time away) were off on wild 
adventures, I was about to embark on one of my own.
   I had just stepped off the elevator and was heading 
to my office when I saw a small brown bolt of lightning 
tear off down the hall.  I had only a second to determine 
what it was.  This was clearly not normal.  All I could 
recall were the many tales of giant spiders, snakes, and 
mice that come in from the fields during warmer weather 
to plague our building with terror.  What could that little 
streak have been?
   I rushed around the corner to see, when to my surprise 
a tiny squirrel was sprinting down the hall with his tail 
high in the air.  His little feet scurried along, the sounds 
of his nails scratching and clicking as he struggled for 
traction.  The poor fellow was terrified.
   “What was that?” asked Sue, as she came out of her 
office.  “I saw something just run past my office.” Filling 
in the details quickly, we determined that we had to get 
him out without calling for help.  Our fear for his life drove 
us to become instant Squirrel Wranglers.  
   For nearly 20 minutes, and with added personnel, we 
tried to catch, pin, chase, and drive the squirrel to safer 
grounds.  His poor little heart was beating so fast, and 
ours too, as we ran up and down stairs, down halls, and 
around corners in hopes of shooing him out of one of 
the doors we’d left open for him.
   Our hopes had dwindled at one point, when he’d 
managed to hide himself behind the folding tables 
beneath the stairwell.  But, as it were, it led to our final 
push as we scared him into a mad dash for the back 

doors.  He jumped at a closed door, crashing into it, and 
dove for the trashcan for cover.  Falling in, the lid closed 
tight behind him.  I, already quick on his heels, sprinted 
to cover the lid with my coat as a second precaution. 
   All I could hear were his tiny feet scratching around 
as he tried to get out.  I rushed him outside and quickly 
took him far from the building near some trees where I 
could lift the lid and set him free.
   As he ran off into the trees, never looking back.  I 
called after, “See!  I told you we weren’t trying to kill 
you!  Silly Squirrel.”

Carmen Elliott
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COLORADO AND WATER
   THe VaLLeY HaRRIeR  

   Colorado faces a future with more 
people and less water. A state water 
plan is a good idea- but we must plan 
carefully to get the future we want. 
We need to include rivers as rivers, 
not merely as engineered conduits 
bringing water to our faucets and 
farms.
   Rivers do much more than keep 
fish wet.  They are the life and heart 
of entire ecosystems. Ninety percent 
of Colorado’s wildlife depends on 
riparian habitat to survive. Riparian 
areas and rivers make up less than 
5% of our total land area, but they 
are the most complex and important 
habitat we have.  They are incredibly 
valuable economically as well as 
environmentally. 
Accord ing  to 
the US Census 
C o l o r a d o a n s 
s p e n t  $ 1 0 
Billion on wildlife 
recrea t ion  in 
2 0 11  a l o n e . 
Healthy riparian 
areas and rivers 
statewide made 
that possible.
   Most Colorado 
r i v e r s  h a v e 
no prescribed 
minimum flows, 
and a healthy riparian zone needs 
more than that.  When we take 
water out of a stream things change.  
Riparian areas and the gravel 
aquifers they depend on dry out.  
Recent studies have shown that 
diverting more than 20% of a streams 
native flow can cause damage, and 
most streams in Colorado have far 
more water than that removed.  Most 
water used will eventually returns 
to the original stream, often many 
miles downstream. Water taken out 
of its original basin for use in another 

basin is simply gone.  These Trans-
basin diversions impact the entire 
stream and riparian ecosystem, not 
just the flow of the stream. 
   When we add new water to a 
stream on this side of the divide, 
typically, the stream becomes wider, 
deeper, and faster. The stream may 
no longer fit the environment under 
which it was formed, impacting 
everything that depended on that 
stream habitat. This not only impacts 
wildlife but can make the natural 
drainage less able to handle floods 
such as we had last year.
    We do pretty well at determining 
how much water we will need for our 
faucets and fields. We identify how 

much we need and when, and then 
look for ways to provide that water.  
The Colorado Water Plan lists 
specific municipal, industrial and 
agricultural needs for each of the 
major river basins and the possible 
projects that will fill those needs. But 
we need balance.  
   Specific environmental needs are 
still mostly unknown. Environmental 
uses are usually described as 
“attributes” to be “enhanced” by 
new storage and diversion projects.  
These “enhancements” may, or may 

not be enough to maintain healthy 
stream and riparian environments. 
I f  we are to real ly meet our 
environmental water needs, we 
must identify and quantify those 
needs.  
   When we know how much water 
we actually need to repair and 
maintain our rivers, we can truly plan 
how to meet these needs. Until we 
do, the state water plan is only half 
a plan and doesn’t provide for all the 
values expressed in the Governor’s 
Executive Order calling for the Plan. 
Not by a long shot.

Written by Jo Evans and Ken 
Neubecker of Audubon Colorado 
Council Water Task Force.for the 
Pueblo Chieftain
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AVAS LEADERSHIP
AVAS officers and Board members 
for 2014.  All phone numbers are 
in area code 719, except for Ben 
D’Andrea.
President: Peg Rooney 372-3415, 
429-6067(cell), drpeg@bresnan.net
Vice-President: vacant
Secretary: Mary Tucey 544-6420, 
rtucey@gmail.com
Treasurer: Richard Tucey 544-
6420, rtucey@gmail.com
Board Member(s)–at–large: 
(vacancy)
Programs: Bev Waggener 406-
9086, electricbev@aol.com
Conservation: SeEtta Moss 275-
8874, 429-3821 (cell), seettam@
gmail.com
Education: Sue Hardesty 
485-8570, 225-0442 (cell), 
suzihardesty@gmail.com
Field Trips: (vacancy)
Membership:  Lura Zimmerman 
(cell) 719-334-3299
Newsletter:  Harry Rurup 547-
0406, (cell) 214-3793, hanthonyr@
yahoo.com
Publicity:  John Gallagher 251-
1698, johngee@gmail.com, 
work: 549-2458, jgallagher@
natureandraptor.org
Audubon CO Representative: 
(vacancy)
Web site:  Ben D’Andrea (303) 
987-1066, dpdd@comcast.net

The Harrier is published monthly 
except for June, July, August with a 
single issue for December/January  
by the Arkansas Valley Audubon 
Society, P.O. Box 522, Pueblo, CO 
81002. 

Check out www.socobirds.org for 
the new feature, “Monthly Bird 
Forecast”. Knowledgeable experts 
will post what birds to watch for 
each month and where they can 
be found in the AVAS area. 
   Check out the AVAS Facebook 
page too.

THe VaLLeY HaRRIeR

AVAS WELCOMES
Arkansas Valley Audubon 
Society is pleased to welcome the 
following New Members:

Sage Thomas Pueblo
Thomas McDonald Pueblo
Sharol McCluskey Pueblo
Pam Hair 
ColoradoCity
Roberta Smith Salida
Robert Abbott Canon City
Janis L. Ohmstede Salida

   Want to join AVAS or renew 
you membership?  Go to www.
socobirds.org and click on the 
membership link or contact Lura 
Zimmerman (phone: 719-334-
3299). 
   Members who provide their e-mail 
address to Lura Zimmerman , 
membership chairman will receive 
advance reminders of programs, 
field trips or other special events.  
You may also be notified of special 
environmental issues of concern.
   

        
              
Saturday 6/14/14  9am-11am, join 
AVAS in grooming Overlook Trail 
in the Swallows State Wildlife 
Area  (From Pueblo, take Hwy 50 
West to Swallows Road; continue 
on Swallows Rd. over the RR tracks; 
take the first left to the dirt parking 
area on the right. Overlook Trail is 
on the left. This trail “overlooks” Lake 
Pueblo where various waterfowl, 
pelicans, killdeer, osprey and other 
species can be found). For questions, 
e-mail arkvalleyaudubon@gmail.
com.
   Bring hat, sunscreen, insect 
repellent, gloves. AVAS will provide 
snacks and drinks.This activity is 
part of the “Together We Can” grant 
from Audubon Rockies and the Terra       
Foundation.

mailto:seettam@gmail.com
mailto:hanthonyr@yahoo.com
mailto:jgallagher@natureandraptor.org
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 FIELD TRIPS

   Saturday, May 24, 4TH Saturday 
Birdwalk, The Nature and  Raptor 
Center of Pueblo, 9 – 11 AM:  Join 
an AVAS member for a leisurely 
stroll along the river trail.  This is 
an excellent outing for families, and 
beginning birders are especially 
encouraged to attend. Birding is 
free, but there is a $3.00 parking 
fee (Become a member of the 
Center and avoid this charge!).  
Questions?  Contact the Nature 
Center at 549-2414.
     For more information regarding 
AVAS trips and events, visit www.
socobirds.org.  Also check out 
www.natureandraptor.org for 
fun, informative, family-oriented 
activities.

Also, AVAS will offer the 
following additional field trips 
for 2014:
Summer- Cañon City, CO
Winter- Christmas Bird Counts 
   For days and times of these 
trips see socobirds.org and the 
electronic newsletter.

AUGUST 23 – WET 
MOUNTAIN VALLEY 
FIELD TRIP
   Plan to participate this year in 
AVAS’s internationally famous 
(well, almost), spectacularly scenic 
birding trip in Custer County. Those 
who stay all day will probably see 
over one hundred species including 
waterfowl, raptors, warblers, and 
many others in a variety of habitats.
   Meet the trip leaders at Lake 
DeWeese at 8:00 a.m. To get 
there, leave Westcliffe going north 
on State Highway 69, and at the 
edge of town turn right at the sign 
indicating Lake DeWeese. Continue 
north for about five miles until 
reaching a settlement of summer 
dwellings. Stay on the paved road 
as it turns left and continue until it 

turns right, leading to the shoreline 
parking lot meeting place.
   After viewing waterfowl and 
shorebirds on the lake we will 
carpool over to the dam. At the dam 
and in the drainage below we will 
walk to areas of excellent birding 
habitat.  Near the lake there are 
areas of short-grass prairie we will 
check out.
   Around noon we will have time to 
eat our sack lunches before setting 
out to see birds in the riparian 
habitats on the valley floor.  The 
outing will end in the lower montane 
area of the Sangre de Cristo range.
   At an altitude of about 8,000 
feet, sunscreen provides needed 
protection. If an unusual shower 
develops during the day, a light 
jacket might be handy.
   For more information please 
contact one of the f ield tr ip 
leaders:  Jane Pedersen (970) 
426-9046, janelcsw@aol.com; 
Dave Silverman (719) 489-3565, 
silvireo@hotmail.com; or Leon 
Bright (719) 242-7394, urraca2@
comcast.net.

   Saturday May 11, 2013 In 
celebration of International 
Migratory Bird Day(IMBD), 
the Arkansas Valley Audubon 
Society will again sponsor an 
annual Pueblo County 
Spring Count. This year’s Count 
will be Saturday May 11, 2013. 
Anywhere in the County can be 
birded.
    If you wish to join 
the Greenhorn Valley team, meet 
8AM at the Lake Beckwith Dam 
parking area in Colorado City. We 
will bird the Rye/Colorado City 
area most of the day. Bring lunch 
if you plan to bird in the afternoon.
    If you wish to bird another area 
of the County, let me know before 
a week prior to the Count where 
you will be birding. Doing so will 
help avoid overlapping coverage. 
Please submit your list by 
e-mail or post with the following 
information:
 1) list all birds seen & the number 
of each species seen (lists 
submitted in some semblance 
of checklist order are easiest to 
compile; please do not use 4 letter 
codes such as VIRA for Virginia 
Rail).
 2) Mileage and hours by foot, & 
mileage and hours by car listed 
SEPARATELY; please do NOT 
combine.
 3) Names & emails of 
other persons birding with you.
 All participants will receive a 
summary of the Count’s highlights 
after your lists are compiled. Final 
results will be entered in 
the ebird/IMBD data base www.
birdday.org
    Pueblo County’s Spring Count 
has twice reported 200 birds 
or more on Count Day. This 
tally probably represents the 
most species ever reported in a 

Colorado county in a single day.
 Dave Silverman, compiler
Pueblo County Migration Counts 
P.O. Box 362,Rye CO 81069
719-489-3565 

mailto:urraca2@comcast.net
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Thursday-Sunday, May 15-18, 2014, Bent County 
Birding and Heritage Festival… Bird watch for 
Piping Plover, Least Tern, migrants and Black Rails 
with expert guides including Duane Nelson, John 
Koshak and local ranchers. Enjoy learning about 
the local historical heritage and arts. Experience the 
hospitality and good food.  “Early bird” registration 
discount ends May 1.  Contact information: 719-456-
1296.  See the flyer at http://www.bentcounty.org/

UPCOMING EVENTS

 Play Like There’s No Tomorrow By Peg Rooney
   Driving home from southeastern CO, I noticed a 
Common Raven (Corvus corax, 24”, 2.6 lbs. WS 53”) 
flying low over the highway heading toward a large field 
where about 20 other ravens were gathered 
on the ground. Sharing the field were three 
horses. 
   When the raven flew in, he didn’t land near 
the others. Instead, he flew over to where 
the horses stood. sailing over their heads. 
The horses barely blinked at him, until the 
raven flew down and buzzed past their 
heads. Then they began to pay attention! 
Another quick, buzzing flight and the first 
raven was joined by another. Together 
they flew around the horses and over their 
backs. That was it.
   The horses started bucking, arching their 
necks and kicking their rear hooves into the air. They 
pranced and snorted. And then, they started to run. The 
ravens pursued, then caught up. They flew hard and 
fast alongside the galloping horses.
   This wasn’t fear or anger or anxiety. This was fun!! 
…for the horses, the ravens and for me. They ran and 
flew for the glorious fun of it. The “race” ended only 
when the horses decided to stop.
   Ravens are considered highly intelligent and have 
been mythologized as creators, prophets, clowns and 

tricksters. It has been said that no matter how strange 
or amazing the story, chances are pretty good that 

some raven somewhere actually did that. 
Ravens have been known to do “social 
flying”, to drop spruce boughs on hikers, 
to drop a rock and catch it, to play catch 
with one another, to slide on the snow, to 
buzz reindeer and gorillas...and horses in 
SE Colorado.
   Pete Dunne in his Essential Field Guide 
Companion says that, “Flight is a raven’s 
specialty. ...As ravens glide and soar, they 
engage in acrobatics for no other reason 
than to play”.
   Ravens socialize, recognize each other, 
cooperate and play. Maybe that’s why 
ravens and humans have been bound 

together throughout the centuries. They have been 
pictured in Egyptian art and on Native American totems. 
They have been “guarding” England since the 1600’s in 
the Tower of London. Ravens have been the subject of 
stories and poems. They’re the birds we love and hate.
   A flock of ravens is referred to as “an unkindness”. But 
what I saw that morning in SE Colorado was interesting, 
unpredictable, surprising, lively and kind. Playing like 
there was no tomorrow.  A lesson for us all.

HERMAN NASH HISTORIC PHOTOS

   Two historic photographs, one of an owl and the 
other of a hawk were donated to the Nature and Raptor 
Center for their Earth Day event auction which occurred 
on April 27.  Proceeds were to be divided 50/50 between 
NRCP and the Arkansas Valley Audubon Society.
   Herman Nash, the photographer, is notable for being 
a participant (the only one?) in the very first Pueblo 
Christmas Bird Count in 1900.  This very first CBC 
was one of only 27 area counts throughout the country.  
Pueblo’s count for 1900 reported 13 species.
   We appreciate the donation which originated from Don 
Thornton, who had the original photographic plates and 
gave them to Mike Maselli, a professional photographer.  
The matted photos were given to Richard Tucey of 
AVAS who in turn presented them for the Earth Day 
event benefit.  
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          MAY CALENDAR
Saturday May 11, 2013, International Migratory   
Bird Day (see p.4)

Saturday, May 24, NATURE AND RAPTOR 
CENTER IN PUEBLO:  4th Saturday Bird-
walk! (see p. 4)

Fourth Saturdays:         
 June 28, July 26,  August  23

       JUNE CALENDAR
Saturday, June14-grooming Overlook Trail
(See p. 3)

COMING AUGUST 23, Westcliffe birding trip 
(see p. 4)

P.O. Box 522
Pueblo, CO   81002

OUR MISSION:
   AVAS exists to promote the 
conservation of nature through 
education, political action and 
field activities. Our focus is on 
birds, other wildlife, and their 
habitat in Southern Colorado.


