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March Program

RAPTOR CENTER’S BIRDS
OF PREY

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

   This monthís program promises to be a real treat!
Diana Miller, Coordinator of the Raptor Center of
the Pueblo Greenway and Nature Center, will be
talking about recent activity at the birds of prey
rehabilitation facility.
The Raptor Center
has nursed
thousands of birds
of prey back to
heath and released
them again into the
wild over a period of
27 years.
   As part of her talk,
Diana will be
s h o w i n g
ìambassadorî birds
for close-up viewing
by the audience,
including Babe, the
marvelous Golden Eagle AVAS has supported for over
a decade. Other raptors on display will include a
Peregrine Falcon. Diana is a popular speaker who
gears her highly educational presentations to her
audience. Donít miss this great program for all ages!
   On Friday, March 14 at 7:00 p.m. come to the
Pueblo Zoo classroom for refreshments, camaraderie
and this free event which is open to the public.

   I am sure many of our
members have their own
harbinger of spring that tells
them beyond a doubt spring
has arrived. For some of us it
may be the dandelions in our
back yard or perhaps a pair of
Sayís Phoebes scouting
nesting locations under the
eaves. For me it is the arrival of the Sandhill cranes.
Ever since my first visit to Monte Vista many years ago,
I have watched for the cranes. There is something about
the arrival of 20,000 birds that says, ìThere is no turning
back now.î The white capped Sangres and the San
Juans may be reminders of winter, but the dancing
antics of these four-foot creatures from the Eocene are
nothing short of a celebration.
   The Monte Vista Crane festival will begin March 7th
and continue through the weekend. I urge all of our
members to witness this southern Colorado wildlife
spectacle. There will be a meet and greet Friday
afternoon in Alamosa, so San Luis Valley AVAS members
can socialize meet other Auduboners. Details of these
activities can be found on pages four and six in this
issue of the Vallley Harrier. Of course, the birds stay for
several weeks, so if you canít make these dates, there
will still be plenty of birds to view throughout the month.
   Ah yes, spring is in the air high over the San Luis
Valley, and itís heading our way!

Bill Schmoker
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Nature’s World: by Susan Tweit

   Around two-thirds of North Americaís 925 species of
birds migrate, many winging long distances between
summer nesting territory and winter habitat.
  Some, such as western bluebirds and Clarkís
nutcrackers, migrate from higher elevations to lower
ones; others, such as sandhill cranes, move from the
northern part of the continent to the southern part; still
others, such as arctic terns, which nest in the Arctic and
winter at the southern tip of South America, wing from
hemisphere to hemisphere.
   No matter if they fly 25,000 miles each year or just a
few dozen; if they are as large as four-and-a-half-foot-
tall Sandhill Cranes or as tiny as hummingbirds that
barely outweigh a dime; if they migrate over land or
water, or wing during the day or at night, weather affects
all migrating birds.
   Weather doesnít actually prepare birds to migrate;
changing day length does. Longer nights in fall and
longer days in spring set off hormonal changes that
ready birds for their journeys, including putting on the
fat stores that sustain them.
   But weather does initiate migration. In spring, as
tropical fronts sweep north from southerly latitudes,
migrants ride the warm winds that precede the fronts. In
fall, southward migrants are swept along on northerly
winds that follow ìArctic Expressî cold fronts.
   The boost of favorable winds accompanying weather
fronts is critical to birds that migrate long distances,
especially over water.
   American golden-plovers, starling-sized shorebirds
with short bills, ride the winds to achieve average flight
speeds of nearly 60 miles per hour on two-thousand-
plus mile long, non-stop flights over the Atlantic Ocean
as they commute between tundra nesting grounds in
Canada and wintering areas on the northern coast of
South America.
   Favorable winds also give a lift to tiny ruby-throated
hummingbirds on their passage over the Gulf of Mexico
(and monarch butterflies as well).
   Migrants crossing other formidable geographic barriers
benefit from local weather also. Bar-headed geese ride
the winds to elevations as high as 29,500 feet while
crossing the Himalaya Mountains between south-central
Asia and India, setting the altitude record for migrating
birds.
   Catching a ride on moving air masses saves energy,
but can be deadly. In spring, when northward-moving
masses of moist tropical air smack into southward-
moving cold fronts, high winds, heavy rains and even

tornadoes may form along the frontal boundary, causing
migrating birds to simply drop out of the air. If the collision
occurs over open water, they drown.
   Fall migration is often jump-started by the first
widespread, southward-moving cold front, but if those
favorable winds and clear skies collide with warmer air,
migrating birds run into a line of fog, snow or freezing
rain - abysmal flying conditions. Fog impairs birdsí ability
to navigate using visual cues such as topographic
features and nighttime star patterns.
   Storm winds also sometimes blow migrants way off
course, like the solitary wood thrush, a species known
from deciduous woods in eastern North America, that
found itself in our backyard in southern New Mexicoís
Chihuahuan Desert after a spring storm, attracting bird
watchers from miles around. Or the three sooty terns,
striking black and white birds that fish tropical oceans,
blown more than 1,000 miles to Cape Cod on hurricane-
force winds one April.
   Storm winds can push whole waves of migrating birds
along, resulting in dramatic appearances and
disappearances.
   Last December, a major winter storm coated the
Midwest with a layer of snow and then ice after an
unusually mild fall. When northerly winds cleared the
clouds, the skies filled with ëVí after ëVí of Canada and
snow geese, long-necked tundra swans and lines of
ducks, as tens of thousands of waterfowl headed south
en masse.
   A day later, the birds were gone quite literally with the
wind.
Copyright 2008 Susan J. Tweit  Excerpted from an article for the 2008 Accord
Weather Wall Calendar. Used by permission.

BIRDS RIDE THE WINDS

American Golden-plover           D. Kilby
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MARCH CALENDAR

Saturday, March 1  AVAS field trip
(see page 4)

Friday, March 7  Meet and Greet for SLV
(see left, this page)

March 7 - 9  Monte Vista Crane Festival
(see page 4)

Friday, March 14  AVAS program
(see page 1)

Monday, March 17  Board meeting, Pueblo
main library, 7:00 p.m.

Saturday, March 22  AVAS/GNC birdwalk
(see page 4)

The Valley Harrier
P.O. Box 11187
Pueblo, CO   81001

VISIT AVAS ONLINE AT

www.socobirds.org
Updated Frequently!

MONTE VISTA CRANE FESTIVAL
  The 25th annual Crane Festival will be celebrated this
year on March 7 ñ 9. Information and registration may
be obtained by calling 719-852-3552.
   Friday features sunrise and sunset crane tours and at
7:00 p.m. a talk on the Ivory-billed Woodpecker.
   Saturday is replete with tours to see cranes, raptors
and the Blanca wetlands. Also included are bird-related
workshops and an all-day craft fair.
   The Festival ends on Sunday morning with more crane,
raptor and wetland tours.
   A complete schedule of activities is found on their
website, which is linked to our AVAS website, or you
may go directly to http://www.cranefest.com/.
   This is a great event for all agesódonít miss it!


