
My name is Cindy Lawrence and I am working with the Central Colorado Conservancy located in Salida,
Colorado. We are looking for help with our new Lewis's Woodpecker Habitat Conservation Project. If you
are interested and would like to share the following information with your members, it would be greatly
appreciated!

Thank you,

Cindy

We need your help!
The Central Colorado Conservancy has been awarded a grant from Cornell University to record old-growth
cottonwood habitat usage by Lewis’s woodpeckers. We are asking for your help to record as many sightings
as possible. Through this data gathering and research we aim to conserve old-growth cottonwood habitat
and Lewis’s woodpecker populations throughout our six-county service area (Chaffee, Lake, Fremont,
Saguache, Gunnison, and Park). We are interested in all sightings, whether they occur in a cottonwood
habitat, ponderosa, pinyon-juniper, aspen, or at your bird feeder. We are asking for individuals to submit
sightings into Cornell’s eBird.org and are asking for volunteers to help with slightly more involved surveys.  
 
Why is this important?
In Central Colorado, old-growth cottonwood provides needed nesting components for Lewis’s woodpeckers.
This habitat also provides many necessary components for numerous other species of wildlife. Little or no
data collection has occurred in this region related to Lewis’s woodpeckers. Lewis’s woodpecker populations
have declined across the west by 67 percent (Partners in Flight). This species is listed on the Intermountain
West Join Venture priority species list, Partners in Flight as a species of continental concern, and as a
species of greatest conservation concern on the Colorado State Wildlife Action Plan. In addition, in the
lower Arkansas River, cottonwood stands have declined by 31 percent and by nine percent along the South
Platt River.
 
Exciting data collection!
All sightings recorded will be entered into Cornell University’s eBird database. This database is a world-wide
collaboration for birders and researchers to enter data to track current population trends, migrations, rare
sightings, etc to aid in important research and conservation.
 
How can I help?
Attend upcoming training/informational sessions:
June 28, 7:00 pm at First Presbyterian Church, 7 Poncha Blvd. Salida
June 29, 6:00 pm at Buena Vista Library
 
For more information, contact Cindy Lawrence mainrange21@yahoo.com or 719-221-0511 or visit the
Central Colorado Conservancy website (Lewis’s page coming soon!) for instruction on how to enter your
sightings into eBird. www.CentralColoradoConsevancy.org
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